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and to meet them the new Red Army, which under
the spur of Trotsky's energetic spirit was being painfully
and creakingly evolved from the old armed forces of the
Tsar, must have a free hand. But the treaty must be
violated not so much in its political and territorial clauses,
for to the revolutionary the shifting of territorial frontiers
was not so vital, but in its undertaking to refrain from
propaganda in the territories of the Central Powers and
those which they had recently acquired from Russia.
Though Finland, Estonia, Livonia, Courland, Lithuania,
Poland, and the Ukraine had ceased to be part of Great
Russia, it was not for one moment the intention of Lenin
to abandon the proletariat of these countries to their new
masters. The forces of the propaganda machine, and of the
Third International which it was his object to create,
would be directed to all these peoples and to those of
Germany and Austria-Hungary as well, despite the treaty
pledges which had been given.

There was, in addition, a further consideration in Lenin's
mind, and one which carried its own complications. There
was no guarantee that the Germans would observe the
treaty provisions any more than he himself intended to
do. Their advance, which had been temporarily halted at
Lake Peipus, might be resumed at any moment and on
the slightest pretext. In the South it had never stopped.
The Ukraine was rapidly becoming an occupied province.
Moreover it was not impossible that the general sense of
outrage at the peace terms might, fanned by the continual
inflammatory zeal of the revolutionary patriots, result in
some outburst which would precipitate the resumption of
hostilities with the Germans ; and if this should prove the
case Lenin wished to be sure of the assistance of the
" brigands of the Entente " against the " brigands of the
Central Powers ".

It was here that the complication arose. In the Far
East there was steadily growing as great a threat to the